
GENERAL CONTEST RULES: 
These rules are in addition to the Cosplay and Prop Policies and the Convention Rules and 
Guidelines. 
 
Please remember to treat Convention Staff, Guest Judges, other attendees, and fellow 
competitors and cosplayers with kindness and respect; Disrespectful behavior will not be 
tolerated. 
 

●​ All participants must have a current event year badge. Badges must not be a 
complimentary or discounted badge – vendors, artists, dealers, panelists, volunteers, 
press, and special guests are ineligible. 

○​ Staff members of the event are not eligible to compete in the cosplay contest. 
○​ Invited cosplay group members are not eligible to compete in the cosplay contest 

(i.e. members of the 501st, GBMI, League of Enchantment, etc.) 
●​ All participants will be required to appear on stage during the cosplay contest. 
●​ Costumes must adhere to a G or PG rating. They should be suitable for a general 

audience, free from excessive violence, explicit language, or mature themes. Keep it 
family friendly. 

○​ Staff and Judges retain the right to reject or disqualify an entry based on 
inappropriate, unsafe, or illegal behavior and/or violations of the family friendly 
nature of the convention. 

●​ Contestants must wear attire that provides proper coverage. Implement precautions 
(body tape, skin colored undergarments, etc) to prevent accidental exposure throughout 
the competition. Anyone wearing a spandex suit is required to wear a dance belt (or 
equivalent) for proper support and coverage. 

●​ Contestants may not enter with multiple costumes. 
●​ A contestant is allowed to submit a costume and have someone else wear it during the 

competition; however, the creator of the costume MUST be present for both pre-judging 
and the stage presentation/awards. 

●​ No profanity, political, controversial, or religious statements allowed on stage (including 
messages on signs, badge ribbons, or clothes). 

●​ No special effects such as projectiles, confetti, glitter, water, flash pots, fireworks, 
explosive devices, smoke, vaping, fog machines, lasers, or similar effects are allowed. 

●​ Cosplays must be self-contained (i.e. no running power cords to an outlet, no projectiles, 
etc.) 

●​ Any props brought onstage must leave the stage with you within your allotted time or you 
will be disqualified. 

●​ Do NOT jump off the stage or enter into the audience. Only enter and exit through the 
approved stage entrances. 

●​ You MAY surprise the audience but DO NOT surprise the staff! 



○​ We understand that surprises are sometimes unavoidable, but if you have plans 
for loud noises, surprise proposals, or other excitement - please tell the staff. 
Rest assured that discretion is paramount - no loose lips here!   

●​ By registering for the Cosplay contest, all participants agree to allow the event to use 
their images for promotional purposes, both photographs and video. 

●​ Cosplay/Costumes must adhere to the convention’s safety policies, Hotel/Convention 
Center policies, and adhere to all federal, state, and local laws. 

●​ Adult cosplay participants must be 13 years of age and older. Members that enter into a 
group may be any age. 

●​ The use of skateboards, Heelys, skates, rollerblades etc. is not allowed inside the venue. 
●​ Contestants are not allowed to bring / use anything that could cause a mess or be 

hazardous to other contestants / attendees. This includes giving things to the audience 
like t-shirts / Food (such as candy) / other merchandise / etc. 

●​ There will be strict rules for contestants to be mindful on stage. This includes no running, 
jumping, flips etc. Any presentation that does not meet this will be disqualified. 

 
Violators of these rules will be disqualified.  
 

Craftsmanship 
Cosplays are judged based on craftsmanship, detail work, accuracy, and overall presentation of 
the cosplay. 
Craftsmanship entries must be at least 60% handmade (or have significant custom additions or 
modifications) by the entrant(s). 

-​ Restoration and/or modification work (sometimes called “kit-bashing”) can count toward 
the handmade requirement, provided the entrant(s) have significantly restored or altered 
the costume themselves. 

If you got help with your costume, make sure that the assistance you received is less than 40%. 
Please disclose any help you received to the judges during your pre-judging time.  
 

No Sandbagging 

-​ Sandbagging occurs when a participant enters a cosplay costume into a contest that has 

previously won at another event without significant modifications, upgrades, alterations, or 

rebuilds. It also happens when a contestant tries to be dishonest about their previous wins to 

enter a lower category, aiming to increase their chances of winning. 

 

Anyone found sandbagging or being dishonest about past achievements will be disqualified. 



 

The Cosplay Staff and Judges reserve the right to assign you to a different division than the one you 

initially entered, if they deem it necessary. If you are unsure about which level you should enter, feel 

free to reach out for clarification. 

-​ Color references and/or build books are recommended. 

-​ Printed pictures or pictures on your phone are great. Figurines, plushies, wall scrolls, 

and other physical material may be used but it is your responsibility to keep them 

safe. Judges and Staff are not responsible for any lost or stolen items. 

Groups/Duos 

All group members must be present at pre-judging for the cosplay contest. 

 

Craftsmanship stage appearance is limited to a maximum of 1 minute (no additional judging points 

awarded for stage performance). 

 

Scoring 
Judging scores will be determined by the following 5 categories, all judged on a 1-10 rubric (with 1 

being "not at all" and 5 being "Excellent"): 

○​ Accuracy: attention to detail, elaboration 

○​ Construction: seams, serging, clean edges, proper fit, flattering cut 

○​ Creativity: originality, development 

○​ Adaptation: resembles reference image, is easily recognizable 

○​ Overall Aesthetics: outward presentation, makeup, wig work, is cosplay complete 

Kids Costume Parade 
All kids ages infant-12 are welcome to join our Kids Costume Parade on the Main Events Stage after 

the Cosplay Contest! Any costume from any genre (that is within our rules/guidelines) is welcome to 

participate. A great chance for kids to show off their costumes on stage, have fun, and parents can 

get some great photos! 



 

How to Participate: 
●​  Be ready and in costume and listen for the announcement for lining up from one of the 

judges or the MC. One of our judges will come to lead the kids up and across the stage after 

the cosplay contest concluded.  

○​ Parents, please stay with your child until the parade has started. Do not leave them 

unattended. 

 


